
This presentation is dedicated to the 
memory of Merle Collins. 

Thorough His determination and effort the long time 
dream of Virginia Ranch Dam was finally realized.

Browns Valley Irrigation District honored 
His name by officially naming the Lake 

MERLE COLLINS RESERVOIR
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March 2010, Thank You Merle. Bob Bordsen, BVID Director Div 1





THE  BUILDING  OF  A  
DAM

Construction of 

Virginia Ranch Dam 
by

Browns Valley Irrigation District
forming

Merle Collins Reservoir





After 40 plus years of trying various 
methods of securing funding Browns 
Valley Irrigation District (BVID) was 
able to secure a commitment from 

United States Bureau of Reclamation 
(USBR) for the necessary financing 
through a USBR loan to build the 

Virginia Ranch Dam (VRD). 



VRD site as seen 
March 1958




